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Report from the Secretary - Russ James

Secretary, 15t Armoured Regiment Association Inc.
PO Box 301, Mentone. VIC 3194

E: secretary@paratus.org.au

B: Bendigo Bank

1ST ARMOURED 1st Armoured Regiment Association Inc.
REGIMENT

ASSOCIATION INC. BSB:633-000 Account: 161498159

Secretary’s Report July/August/September
Membership Report

The current membership, as at 28 August 2021, is 491. Regrettably we have lost 16 members who failed to
renew their membership with effect 1 February. In accordance with the Constitution, these members are
considered to have resigned on 1 August. A number of Association Members have also passed since the last
Newsletter. Details are provided on the Honour Roll page.

Since the last Report (May 2021) eight (8) members have joined. Their names are included below.

Minutes of last Management Committee Meeting

Discussions at the last Management Committee meeting on 25 July 2021 included:

a. The appointment of BRIG Ted Acutt as the Association’s Patron wef 1 March 2021,

b. Vacancies still exist for Newsletter Editor, Website Editor and Recruitment Manager,

c. The Education Scholarship had been awarded to Amelia Balas, the daughter of Melissa and Ivan Balas,
d

29 members had been selected to receive $30 each from the DVA funds received for disbursement.
Eleven members failed to respond to the email, five (5) members declined the offer and 13 accepted
the offer.

e. The AGMis to be held at the Broadford RSL on Sunday 7 November 2021, subject to COVID
restrictions. The Secretary is to commence planning with a final decision to be made by no later than
19 September 2021

New Association Members
Members who have joined the Association since 24 May 2021 include:

Michael Leonard, Robert Crawford, Leigh Treyvaud, David Menz, Graham Coller, Nathan Manzi, John Fogarty
and lan Morris

Donations
Moe Burgess, Laurie O’Donnell, Roger Powell, Jonathan Belmonte and Keith Morris

Passing of Association Members and Former Members of the Regiment
See the list of recently notified deaths on the Honour Roll page.
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2020 Edition

https://ironside.partica.online/

| have one of these machines. | can convert 8mm and Super Eight movies to digital files. | have
been doing all mine and it does a great job. If anyone has movies, they would like done contact
me. Can’t do 16mm
Tubby
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1ST ARMOURED

assAESIMENT Honour Roll

ﬁ)l::ji in Ac;ion 3 ey 1965 Dedicated to those 1st Armoured Regiment Soldiers
ames Kerr (13 May ) that made the ultimate sacrifice

Died of Wounds
TPR Mick Hannaford (14 December 1968)

Died within the prescribed period
WO2 Noel Lowes (6 July 1971)

Killed Accidently whilst on Military duty in a
Training environment

TPR A. M. Jordan (14 October 1962)

CFN B. Silver (LAD) (19 November 1962)

SGT R. Morrison (17 August 1965)

LT A. ). Massey (7 July 1982)

TPR A. Patterson (7 June 1984)

SGT R. G. Murray (9 July 1986)

The Association recognises and acknowledges those former members of the Regiment who were either KIA or DOW
whilst serving with units such as the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam, 3rd Cavalry Regiment or any other units in
any conflict since the Regiment was formed in 1949.

The Association also recognises and acknowledges those former members of the Regiment who have passed since the
end of a conflict and who may or may not have been recognised by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs as entitled to an
Official Commemoration. Hundreds are known to have passed of wounds or illnesses and diseases that may have been
contracted during military service.

They Shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

‘LEST WE FORGET’

Deaths R

Keith O’'CONNOR, 6 March 2021
Wolfgang Eckehart KLIMISCH, 28 May 2021

Patrick (Paddy) James McAULIFFE, 3 July 2021 Phillip James REEVE

Henry POLIS, 5 July 2021 Kenneth Walkinshaw JOHNST
Charles Thomas MURDOCH (RAAMC), 14 July 21 Richard (Rick) Paul DEVLIN, 5 August 202
Daryle Wayne JOHNS (AACC), 8 August 2021 Lewis John POSTLETHWAITE, 22 August 2021

May they Rest in Peace in the green fields beyond.




Past Patron LTGEN Laurie O’'Donnell AC (Retd) and family attended ANZAC day 2021 in the ACT.
Photo from left includes Granddaughter Anni, Laurie, June and eldest son Grant at the rear
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Campfire

Victorian Members Camping Trip

The annual Victorian members’ camping trip is being organised for the Melbourne Cup weekend, Saturday 30th
October till Tuesday 2nd November. Due to the fragile state with being plunged back into lockdown at a
moment’s notice, it will be a BYO Food & Drink.

We will have the BBQ up there for you to cook your food on. Camping Ground fees will still apply, plus a small
fee for sundry items that | will provide for the weekend (tea, coffee, sugar, milk, ice etc) which will be collected
on the way. There will be an XLarge esky up there for people to use, for keeping your drinks & food cold if you
wish to use it, if you do use it, please clearly mark your items.

Dust of the tent, kick the spiders out of the sleeping bag & mark the camping trip on your calendar. More
details will come out closer to Melbourne Cup weekend if we ae out of lockdown by then.

lain Reynolds






DID YOU OR A MATE ATTEND WESLEY COLLEGE IN MELBOURNE?

As a former member of 1st Armoured Regiment (NS intake 4/1967, RAAC from Mar 1968, Regiment May 1968 until
discharge Oct 1969) | am hopeful you may be able to assist with flushing out some information from members of the
Regiment.

Wesley College, Melbourne where | attended for some years, has extensive records and history of past students, who
served in WW1 and WW2. Several books have been researched and written by Philip J Powell on the involvement of
those students in WW1.

| am trying to compile a history of former Wesley students who have served/are serving in any capacity post WW2.
To that end, | am hoping that a small article or notice might be included in a forthcoming issue of 1st Armoured
Regiment Association newsletter.

In recent years substantial work has been undertaken improving the knowledge of the service of former students of
Wesley College, Melbourne in the conflicts of WWI and WWII. Wesley now seeks to expand that work by seeking
information on former students who had military service in the post-1945 era.

This would include those who participated in full or part time service or National Service. Any Collegians who have
served or still serving, or family members of those who are deceased, are invited to contact Leigh Treyvaud (NS
Intake 4/1967, 1st Armoured Regt 1968/69) at treyvaud-lc@bigpond.com.

Please contact me if any further information is required.

With thanks in anticipation.
Leigh Treyvaud

2/140 Dare Street,

Ocean Grove. Vic 3226
0419 501347

WANTED
EDITOR
FOR
PARATUS
NEWSLETTER

CONTACT THE SECRETARY




Old Bills’ ANZAC DAY

Rocket walked into the rest home to see his dear old mum
On a Thursday evening, just like he'd almost always done
At least one day a week in any case 'Mum I'll get there if | can’
To look at him you'd never pick him as a 'care for mother' kind of man.
He got the name of Rocket cos his family name was Sienz
He was covered in tattoos...his face had ornaments of iron
There were bits of metal everywhere...his brows his lips, his nose
He had a purple Mohawk hairdo, wore mostly denim clothes
As he walked along the corridor a door was open wide
An old man, sitting all alone was what caught Rocket's eye.
He paused there in the doorway, he said....'are you ok old man?'
The old man eyed young Rocket off in a way you'd understand
'What's going on with you young fella all covered in that stuff
You're a wild looking bugger and pretty flamin' rough.'
'Don't mind the way | look old mate....I'm here to see me mum
She's Roma....Roma Sienz....up there in one 0 one.'
'Well you can call me Bill', he said 'I'm a veteran of the war'
'I served in several places up 'til 1944
I’m bloody ninety five now, I'm running out of puff
I’m glad you said g'day mate, it doesn't happen much.'
'What about your family? 'Rocket asked him with a frown
‘They never come and see me mate, they're on the other side of town
But my grandson has made a promise that when ANZAC day is here
He'll pick me up and take me to a service somewhere near.'
'Do you reckon you would know mate, how important it could be?
To honour fallen mates who never got to live their life like me?
Side by side we fought......in mud and blood and tears
We were all just kids then ...full of courage...full of fear'

Rocket sat there on the bed and listened to Bill talk
A tear was in the old bloke’s eye as again he took that walk
That walk through war and tragedy that shaped his future life
And the heartbreak he endured when he lost his loving wife
Rocket shook Bill by the hand and told him he'd be back
Probably next Friday ...and they could have another yack
He went and saw his mum then, they had their usual chat
Their easy Thursday evenings went pretty much like that.
The Friday Rocket promised became impossible to do
He was working out of town with an unfamiliar crew
They got back in at 4 a.m., they'd been repairing power lines
They had to finish overnight and they'd got it done on time
Rocket took a shower, and he wondered if old Bill
Was sitting in his room and waiting, for his grandson stil
Today was ANZAC Day, and although he'd had no sleep
Rocket knew there was a promise that someone had to keep..
He jumped into his ute and drove straight to the home
And sure enough he found old Bill, sitting there alone
He was kitted up in suit and tie, he'd pinned his medals on.
His shoes were polished shiny, his hair was neatly combed .
'My grandson isn't here, he let me down, he doesn't care'
'He did the same thing last year, | have no way of getting there'
'Come and jump into my ute Bill.....and hang on bloody tight
When the service starts you will be there, saluting at first light.'
Bill took his place among the ranks... of the warriors of old
He stood straight and proud.... although the dawn was bleak and cold
He listened to the service, but his mind was far away
He closed his eyes.... and watched old comrades pass .in his very own parade.
And when he heard the bugle play a tear ran down his cheek



His thoughts were with departed mates, he didn't need to speak.

He stood in silence for some minutes, he let the memories flow through
Then he turned and walked away, there was no more left to do
Rocket put his arm around old Bill and walked back to the club.

'Im gunna shout you breakfast mate, then a couple in the pub.
Bill grabbed Rocket by the arm....he said....'Son make no mistake'
'Anywhere and anytime....I'd be proud to call you mate.’

Centurions at the knife edges, at the back of Scrub Hill, Bronze Green & Black Tanksuits




The ‘gun-car’ variant of the Australian Army’s Boxer combat reconnaissance vehicles (CRV) has been fired for the first
time in Australia by soldiers who will man it in the field.

The accuracy and lethality of the Boxer impressed the soldiers from 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (Queensland
Mounted Infantry) (2/14LHR(QMI)) on their turret conversion course.

After several weeks of theory, the soldiers the travelled to the Wide Bay Training Area in late June for the live-fire
component of the conversion course, where they fired the main 30mm armament of the Boxer.

Lieutenant Stefano Rankin was on the course to convert from the Australian Light Armoured Vehicle (ASLAV) to the
Boxer CRV and said he was immediately impressed with the turret.

“To fire the turret, it's quite different to what we are used to. It’s very digitised, as opposed to the ASLAV,” Lieutenant
Rankin said.

“Itis a very capable piece of equipment.

“The fire-control system on the Boxer is much more advanced than the ASLAV —it’s a more modern vehicle.

“I managed to hit targets in excess of 2500m.”

The Boxer CRV will replace the ASLAV, the current reconnaissance platform, which has been in service with the Army
since the 1990s.

Members of 2/14LHR(QMI) said the advanced sights on the Boxer CRV sped up target identification and engagement.
Lieutenant Rankin said the most impressive part of the Boxer was the accuracy of the weapon system.

“From the start — from zeroing straight through to engaging targets — you are almost guaranteed a first-round hit,” he
said.

“It’s a significant advantage to the ASLAVs.

“The accuracy of the weapon system is phenomenal compared to the ASLAV, and you are just able to see targets more
clearly through the advanced sighting system.”

Trooper Brett Ward said firing the main 30mm armament after several weeks of theory with the new turret was
exhilarating.

“It was extremely satisfying firing it after being in the classroom for weeks, so to get out here and live-fire it, to get
rounds on targets, mostly first time, it’s extremely impressive,” he said.

“Just the incredible accuracy, even from the zeroing of the weapon, getting first-rounds hits with pinpoint accuracy,
compared to the ASLAV, was really impressive.”

The bulk of the live-fire event was conducted from a static position at the Wide Bay Training Area.

However, Lieutenant Rankin said he believed firing on the move won’t be an issue with the Boxer.

“The stabilisation system on the Boxer is very advanced,” he said.

“It has technology that calculates the movement of the vehicle to the target as well as the movement of the target to
the vehicle.

“This enables us to get first-round hits almost all the time, even when on a battle run.”

The Boxer CRV is due to achieve initial operational capability in the second quarter of next year.

Source CONTACT Newsletter



The two contender vehicles for Australia’s soon-to-be-selected infantry fighting vehicle (IFV) (LAND 400 Phase 3 project)
recently conducted a firepower demonstration at Puckapunyal Military Area, showcasing next-level protection,
firepower and mobility.

Rheinmetall Defence Australia’s KF-41 Lynx and Hanwha Defence Australia’s Redback have been facing off in extensive
user-evaluation field trials.

Both companies have delivered three prototype vehicles, which are being tested over the course of this year as part of a
two-year risk mitigation activity. A decision on the preferred tenderer will be presented to government for
consideration in 2022.

Land 400 Trials Platoon Commander Major Joel Sloane said the vehicles were being tested and evaluated in all weather
and in varying terrain to ensure they were fit-for-purpose.

“Our trials have involved literally blowing the vehicles up in order to test how they can withstand a range of firepower
and threats,” Major Sloane said.

“We have been testing the Redback and Lynx through a range of tactical scenarios in the field that will be realistic to
how they will be employed in the future.”

At the firepower demonstration, both vehicles fired their 30mm main weapon cannon, and co-axial and remote weapon
station 7.62mm MAG 58 machine guns, engaging targets at ranges from 300m to more than 2000m.

Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group Head Armoured Vehicle Division Major General David Coghlan said with
its next generation protection suite, 30mm cannon, anti-tank guided missiles, and the ability to engage helicopters and
drones, either vehicle offered capabilities never before seen in Army.

“These vehicles will provide increased firepower, mobility and, most importantly, protection for our infantry soldiers,”
he said.

Each vehicle has a crew of three and can carry six fully armed infantry soldiers into battle. The vehicles are designed to
fight alongside the nation’s current and future tank fleet, with commensurate mobility.

“The best thing about the infantry fighting vehicle is it will allow the infantry corps to contribute more to joint land
combat.

“The capabilities and systems on this new vehicle allows the infantry to fight with the vehicle, not just from the vehicle.
It allows us to move further in the battle space, under armour, with full situational awareness.”

Both companies, should they be successful, have committed to building the majority of vehicles in Australia, with
substantial investment in Australian industry capability, supporting Australian jobs, talent and technology.

Valued at between $18.1 billion and $27.1 billion, the Land 400 Phase 3 project is the largest acquisition project in
Army’s history.

Source Contact Newsletter
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11 months out until our reunion, at this stage it is still
planned to go ahead in July 2022 at Port Macquarie where
the weather is always fine and the beer/wine refreshing.
Our latest numbers are;
Members attending 64
Registered 116
Meet & Greet 112
Dinner 117
Breakfast 80

There are plenty of places left if you wish to come along.

All who had previously registered do not have to re-register
and were contacted by email in late March 21 to confirm
their intent to attend in 2022. 44 have replied of which
only 2 withdrew.

If you haven’t replied then please let us know; if you
missed the email and would like another sent then contact
us and a fresh email will head your way.

For new registrations there is an updated Registration
Form available on the Association’s website and if
requested can be sent to you.

If you had booked with Rydges for 2021 they should have
contacted you to move your booking to the new dates.
They have again offered accommodation packages for
reunion attendees. Their standard king room or twin room
(including parking and breakfast) for 2 nights is $385, 3
nights $589 and 4 nights $729. These prices are valid till 30
Oct 21; however, bookings won’t be open till Jul 21. If you
plan to stay longer then contact Rydges in Port Macquarie
directly to negotiate with them, remember to let them
know you will be attending the 1st Armoured Regiment
Association Reunion.

““'*.

The Breakwall Caravan Park will be accepting reunion
bookings from Aug 21. There have been some staffing
changes; if enquiring about an existing or a new
booking let them know you will be attending the 1st
Armoured Regiment Association Reunion.

Port Macquarie is experiencing an unseasonal increase
in holiday and accommodation booking this year, with
most, if not all places currently booked out, whether
this will continue into 2022 is unknown but the advice
we wish to give to those attending or planning to
attend the Reunion is to book early.

Due to the postponement anyone who registered
whose circumstances change and you can no longer
attend then all monies paid for Registrations, Meet and
Greet, Reunion Dinner and Recovery Breakfast will be
fully refunded. Members should email the Treasurer
(treasurer@paratus.org.au) providing BSB, Account
Number and Account Names for an EFT refund.

More news to follow as it happens and if you have any
questions, please contact either:—

Association Secretary at (secretary@paratus.org.au)
or
Mick Payne Chair of the PM22 Reunion Sub-Committee
(ChairPM22Reunion@paratus.org.au)
or
Johnny Atkinson (SecPM22Reunion@paratus.org.au)

Port Macquarie attractions and amenities — click on
the (url) link: portmacquarieinfo
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1ST ARMOURED
REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION INC.

. -‘-w UH
Separ HTEREE]ST[ElT][l[lm[‘mhﬂ[ET[IhEhLlhII]JTTEd forguests (twoguestsper form). Places at =
the Reunion are to bereserved in the order that Registrations are received. Registrations ~ “2.

feesmaybe paid afterthesituationwith COVID-19is clearer.
**Registrations close 25 March 22 and full paymentis required byl May 2022

Only use this form if this is a NEW registration made after 1 March 2021
Personal and Contact Details

Title/Rank First Name Surname Preferred Name Member No
Name
Wife/Partner
Postal Address
Home Phone Mobile Email

Corps/Unit/Regiment/Squadron/Troop details including years and location served:

Events No. Attending Total S

Registration Fee — See Note 1 $35 per person (Member and Wife/Partner)

$40 per person for non-members

I/We would like to attend the following functions:

Fri 22 Jul 2022 - Meet and Greet $50 pp members $55 pp non-members
Sat 23 Jul 2022 - Reunion Dinner $120 pp members $135 pp non- members
Sun 24 Jul 2022 - Recovery Breakfast ~ $15 pp members $17 pp non-members

Total Cost S

Special Dietary Requirements:

Accommodation: Please circle your likely Accommodation preference: Rydges, Caravan Park, Other

Please Note: All travel and accommodation for the Reunion weekend are the responsibility of attendees.

Payment Details: When sending this completed form the registration fee may be paid, either by an electronic funds
transfer to BSB: 633-000, Account No: 161498159 and Reference ‘PM21 REG Surname’ Important Or by Cheque or Money
Order to: Secretary, 1st Armd Regt Assoc, PO Box 301 MENTONE VIC 3194

Subsequent Payments:

On receipt of this Registration Form, the Association Treasurer is to prepare and send an itemised invoice to the member’s
address. Lump sum, part payments or instalments are acceptable.

Disclaimer — In submitting this form, you agree to the following:

All members, their partners and guests attending the Port Macquarie Reunion do so at their own risk. The Association and
Reunion committee accept no responsibility for personal injury, property damage or any loss that maybe suffered through
participation in any event/s comprising the 1st Armoured Regiment Association 2022 Reunion.

Signature: ............... SRR D I-) { -E .

Scan or copy and Emall to: SecPMZZReumon@paratus org.au, cc to Secretarv@paratus org.au
Or post to: John Atkinson, Secretary, Reunion Sub-Committee

6 Forrest St, LAKE ALBERT NSW 2650

Note 1. Due to the Coronavirus the Registration Fees does not have to be paid at this time. Any Registration Fees that
are paid will be fully refunded if it is necessary to postpone or cancel the reunion due to Coronavir



Attendees Reunion 2022
Port Macquarie as of this newsletter

Atkinson John

Austin Dennis & Rhonda

Baker Geoff & Denise (Den)
Bavistock Chris & Ruth

Beckett Brian & Cheryl

Bell Kevin (Dinga) & Vilma Anderson
Britten Reginald (Dennis) & Helen
Brooker John (Tubby)(OAM)
Chambers Barry

Chapple Brian & Sandra Edlington
Coutts Peter (Bushy) CSM

Cummings lan & Wendy

Dearling Charles (Charlie)

Fenton Christopher (Chris)OAM & Jan
Ferguson Bruce & Katrina

Ferrari Bob OAM & Sue

Foote Roger & Sue

Fredericks Chris &Carolyn

Garrigan Paddy & Debbie

Golding Brad

Grant Warren (Wazza) & Christine (Chris)
Harberts Herman

Hastings lan & Cathie

Hatfield Brian & Margaret

Hendy Peter & Colleen

Henry Chris (Chook)& Kris Witty
Hodges Angus (Barry) & Christine
Hoseason-Smith Phillip (Phil) & Sue
Hunter Kevin & Anglea

Hyson Maxwell (Max) & Sandra (Sandy)
Iry Celeste

James Richard & Iris

Joyce Rob & Gloria

Key David (BM+bar) Key & Vicki Key OAM
Lane John & Jen

Lewis Brian & Deidre

Mahar Des & Fran

Main George & Suellyn

Martin Dean & Denise

Maxwell David & Ann

McCormack Gerald (Gerry) & Geraldine
McNabb Gary & Helen King
Meloncelli Keith (Mel) & Ann
Miller Neville & Terri

Morris William (Bill) & Frances
Neville Anthony (Tony) & Catherine
O'Gorman Peter & Carol

Payne Mick & Judith (Judi)

Powell Roger AM & Rhonda
Reardon Mal & Carol

Reid Mark & Gail

Reynolds lain

Rossiter Phil & Brenda

Rowley Eric & Lyn

Shearn Robert (Rob)

Sibly John & Fran

Stanfield William (Bill) & Mary
Tarran Bruce (Brewsta) & Lorraine (Lozza)
Unmack Graeme

Van Der Schoot Bill & Annette
Vicino Phillip (Phil) & Beverley
Watts Trevor

Williams Simon & Michelle

Wilson John &Patricia

Wood Ray
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Ist Armoured Regiment Association — Q Store Order Form

Your Name

Your Postal Address
Your Email Address
Your Phone Number

Item No Item Name

Step | — Scan or copy and send completed order form to:

By email to: By Post to:
storeroom(@paratus.org.au with a

Q Store Manager
CC to O R PO Box 60
treasurer@paratus.org.au BANDIANA MILPO VIC 3694

Step 2 — Wait for Invoice from Treasurer

Step 3 — Send Payment

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) For those who do not have electronic access
BSB 633 000 (Bendigo Bank) Send your Cheque or Money Order made
Account No: 161 498 159 payable to Ist Armoured Regiment Association

Insert your surname and Invoice No
And send to:
Secretary
PO BOX 301
MENTONE VIC 3194
(Do not forget to include your Order Form)

NOTE: Items that include the word ‘Association’ are only available to Association Members
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