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The views and comments expressed in this 
Newsletter are those of the individual 

contributor and not necessarily endorsed by 
the current committee. 

 

Whilst every care regarding all information 
is exercised, it should not necessarily be 

taken as absolute historical fact. 
 

Important: 
If you change home, postal or email 
addresses, please advise Treasurer. 

 

If at all possible please provide an email 
address for Newsletter distribution. 
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August 2017 

1ARMD personnel deployed to 
Iraq with Task Group Taji Four 
would like to express their 
gratitude to the 1st Armoured 
Regiment Association for the 
amazing care packages they 
received.  

Thank you for supporting 
our troops. It was much 
APCated. 
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AGM Report from outgoing Secretary Trevor Watts  
 

Our AGM was held at the Seymour RSL Clubrooms on Saturday 8th July. 
36 members were in attendance and there were 35 valid proxy forms submitted. The meeting went well with much 
discussion into the direction of the Association and its affairs. It was obvious that everyone wants us to get back on to 
an even keel after the turmoil of the last couple of years. Members spoke from the heart of their love for OUR 
Regiment which passes on to the Association and we should all get together and show the younger members that we 
are there for them as well as for the support of our Veterans from ALL eras. Elections were held for all positions on the 
Committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope that everyone gets behind these men who have put their hands up to run the Association for us. 
Remember they are all volunteers. 
I would like to thank you for the support I have received over the past 2 years in my role as secretary, in particular our 
past committee of Kevin, Simon and Mick. It has been a very trying time but be assured we all have tried to do what is 
best for our Association. It seems I, we, have not pleased everyone, but there you go. 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Reunion next year. 
PARATUS 
Trevor Watts 
 

And their committee: 
 
Operations manager Mick Dunn 
Vic Rep  Iain Reynolds 
NSW Rep Mick Payne 
 ACT Rep Mick Payne Caretaker 
Qld Rep Kevin Bell 
 

I pass on my congratulations to 
the new executive committee: 
 
President Greg Nicholas 
Vice President Derek Simpson 
Secretary Richard Stanios  
Treasurer Trevor Hyde. 
 

 

 
 
NT Rep Peter Still 
WA Rep Pat Deeker 
SA Rep Mark Reid 
Tas Rep Jim Soul. 
 

Thanks Trev for your hard 
work and support 
Editor 
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Retraction of article on page 10 of the May edition of the 
ά/ŜƴǘǳǊƛƻƴέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ Ψ9ƴƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΩ 
Hi Peter,  
Great job with the newsletter.  
On page 10 there is a mention of the Mt Warren Park 
shopping centre. This information is false, there was no such 
ōŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ !b½!/ ōŀŘƎŜǎ ōȅ /ƻƭŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ άŦŀƪŜ 
ƴŜǿǎέ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘo the 
small business owners (Australians) who lease shops in the 
centre. This hoax was put on to social media (including the 
associations Face book page) by persons hoping to ferment 
hatred of people with Middle Eastern backgrounds. 
Regards, 
Rod Ward 
 

http://www.hoax-slayer.com/mt-warren-anzac-day-badges-hoax.shtml 
 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/questnews/logan/internet-message-claiming-
anzac-day-badges-were-banned-from-being-sold-at-local-supermarkets-has-been-
revealed-as-a-hoax/news-story/343a0f256f9ad9c62362c4a91593658b 
 
http://www.hoax-slayer.com/bob-katter-labor-party-worst-nightmare.shtml 

 
 
Also it has been brought to my attention, that an inaccuracy 
was detected in the heading used in the article on page 13 
relating to the emblazonment of the Coral-Balmoral Battle 
Honour on the wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΩǎ Standard and the correcting of 
the Theatre Honour for Vietnam. 
 

The formal submission to the Corps RSM was lodged on 
behalf of the Regiment and the Association, by the RAAC 
Corporation Chairman on 10 March, 2017 and approval was 
subsequently granted by AHQ on 28 March, 2017. 
 

The successful submission to the Minister by Bruce Cameron 
to have the Theatre Honour Vietnam 1968-72 corrected to 
Vietnam 1968-71, was also formally endorsed by the 
Corporation. The work of Bruce in having this matter 
corrected, is gratefully acknowledged. 
 

Apologise to Noel Mc Laughlin and Committee of the RAAC 
Corporation for failing to acknowledge the work done in 
gaining the battle honours for Coral/ Balmoral to have 
emblazoned on the standard (See article page No.25) 
 
 

Peter Badman of course was OC C Sqn 1AR and not CO as 
was reported  
 

 
 
 
 

Yours Faithfully, 
 

Peter  
 
Peter Lukeis 
 

Editor, Newsletter 
PO Box 154,  
Mount Macedon  
3441 VIC 
 

M: 0407 382 384 
E: peter.lukeis@bigpond.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           he AGM has come and gone and as a result we  
           now have a new Committee installed.  
           Congratulations to all the successful  
            candidates listed in the page above and 
hopefully now the Association can move forward 
smoothly under the new team. 
 
In this edition we have introductions to the new 
Executive Committee and lots of good coverage of 
our Soldiers recieving their care packages, thanks 
largely to the dedicated work done by Mick Dunn 
and Mark Reid. 
 
It is now time to concentrate on the coming Reunion 
in Adelaide 2018. If you are able to attend please fill 
in Registration form (see page 13) and send to Mark 
Reid or Des Thompson sooner rather than later. 
 
It is very pleasing to have received a number of 
Articles for the Newsletter on past memories from  
 
Dick Stanios 
Terry (Bluey) Bowman 
Mick Kuilboer 
And Youg Reg 
 
Please keep similar articles coming or photos of old 
mates that you may want to catch up with or those 
you want to identify. 
 
I have recently volunteered to manager the contents 
of the Web Site so if any one wishes to post an item 
of interest or upcoming event please contact me on  
either:  

newsletter@paratus.org.au 
webpage@paratus.org.au 

 
Mick Dunn, Operations Manager, is now looking 
after the Q Store and we have put together a 
comprehensive list of all items available on the Web 
Site. Please refer to the Web Site menu ΨQ StoreΩ and 
follow the instructions. 
 
If you have any queries or questions re Q Store 
matters please contact Mick on  

operationsmanager@paratus.org.au 

T 
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1 ARMD personnel deployed 
to Iraq with Task Group Taji 
Four receiving the Care 
Packages sent by the 
Association. 



 

 

 

  

 

     

Australia Army soldier Warrant Officer Class One 
Jason Robinson who is deployed on Operation 
OKRA with Task Group Taji 4 addresses the Task 
Group during an Anzac Day Service at Taji Military 
Complex, Iraq. 
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Training for Victory 
With the transition from Task Group Taji 4 to Rotation 5 under 
way in Iraq, the commander of the current Training Task Unit 
looks back with pride on the achievements of the training mission, 
Capt. Sharon Mascall-Dare writes. Army News Edition 1397, June 1, 2017 

 
 

LT-COL Chris Gardiner is deployed with Task Group Taji 4, a 
combined force of about 300 Australian and 100 New 
Zealand Defence Force personnel who are training Iraqi 
security forces just north of Baghdad.  
Under Lt-/ƻƭ DŀǊŘƛƴŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
Training Task Unit is delivering training to Iraqi security 
forces at a crucial time with the battle to recapture Mosul 
still under way. 
 

ά{ƛƴŎŜ ¢ŀǎƪ DǊƻǳǇ ¢ŀƧƛ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ нлмрΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
trained more than 21,000 members of the Iraqi Army and 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣέ [ǘ-Col Gardiner says. ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
the Iraqis every day, delivering the instrucǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
requested to help them win their fight against Daesh. 
ά²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ between the Iraqis and 
our Anzac trainers is a highlight ς they see each other as 
equals, the relationship is founded on respect. 
 

ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜlping ǘƘŜ LǊŀǉƛǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦέ 
Although Anzac Day was a special occasion for the 
combined Australian/New Zealand task group, after the 
dawn service the men and women of Task Group Taji were 
άōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭǎέ ōȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ delivering training in 
marksmanship, building clearances and explosive hazard 
awareness. As they continue their mission to support the 
Iraqis, Lt-Col Gardiner says the legacy of Anzac Day is 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΦ 
 

άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ battlefields of Gallipoli and 
the ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ CǊƻƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ rows upon rows of 
ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜǎΣέ ƘŜ says. ά²ƘŜƴ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƴΣ I also 
think of my family back in Canberra.  

άLΩƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ made in the past so we enjoy 
the ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ He says he always wanted to 
join the military and continue his fŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ military legacy.  
 

άaȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ in the British Army. He was 
a signaller and was appointed a Commander of the British 
9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣέ he says. άL ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ becoming a 
signaller myself, but when I was at RMC the all-corps 
environment educated me about what was available within 
the Army.  
LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ w!!/Φέ Since graduating from 
Duntroon, Lt-/ƻƭ DŀǊŘƛƴŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ him to 
Afghanistan and Iraq ς this is his second time in Iraq ς as 
well as training and professional development overseas. 
In 2016, he was appointed the CO of 1 Armd Regt in Darwin 
at a key ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ when it was 
designated as the mounting headquarters for TGT-4. It was 
the first time the headquarters had deployed since it was 
founded after WWII. ά¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƛǘƻǳǎΤ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ an 
opportunity to contribute to the history of the 
wŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά.ǳǘ L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ 
ς I looked across at my wife and daughters and knew it was 
going to be an exceedingly busy two years. 
άLƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎΣ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ more excited than I was ς like 
everyone else in the task group, we all rely on the support 
we receive from our ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 

During the deployment, that support became increasingly 
apparent as care packages and letters arrived from well-
wishers at home in both Australia and New Zealand. 
ά{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ Zealand continue to serve 
their countries in the Middle East region and ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
ǿŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣέ he says. άLǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
people at home understand the effort Australia and New 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴ and women are making in Iraq and 
throughout the Middle East. ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
mission and to ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Colonel Scott Winter AM (CO 1 Armd Regt Jan '11 to Dec '13) is to 
command 3 Brigade next year.  He takes over from distinguished 
predecessors: Brigadier Chris Field AM CSC (RA Inf) and before 
that (now) Major General Roger Noble DSC CSC AM (RAAC). 
 
The Townsville based 3 Brigade has tanks co-located with its ACR 
(2 Cav Regt), a near training area, and responsibility for developing 
the Army's amphibious capability.  
  
On behalf of all Association Members, I extend our warmest and 
heartfelt congratulations to Scott and wish him every good 
fortune in his future command. 
Peter Lukeis 
Editor 
 

Congratulations 
 



 

Dear Members, 

Welcome to the August 2017 newsletter. 

It is with great honour that I take over the reins as President of the Association. I also wish to express 

congratulations to Derek Simpson - Vice President, Richard Stanios - Secretary and Trevor Hyde ς Treasurer, who 

round out the Association Executive for the next year. 

LΩŘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƛǎǎ ƛƴ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŘ ōȅ Kevin Bell who followed 

Anthony Crook.  I would personally like to thank the work of Anthony and Kevin and their fellow Executive 

Committee members. 

5ǳǘȅ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘip.  The 

Association has a number of challenges over the coming months and years ahead to ensure it remains relevant in the 

changing environment in which serving members of the Regiment serve.  

Before I touch on the work ahead I wish to reflect on the Association.   

The association was established to promote camaraderie amongst members who served in the 1st Armoured 

Regiment irrespective of whether or not members deployed on operations.  In my time the unit has moved from 

active deployment to peace time and ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΤ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΤ 

reorganised to include the three facets of our corps; and includes female members.  The unit has changed from the 

one in which I served and possibly for the majority who are reading this Newsletter.   

I'm aware that there has and is a degree of angst and friction amongst members; ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ΨƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ όŦƻǊ 

want of a better term) within the AǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎƘŜŀǊǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Association was raised at a Corps Conference.  I find such behaviour incongruous for an organisation built around 

camaraderie.  

What I expect from each member is respect for the past Executive Committees; respect for those who undertook 
work for previous Committee's in good faith and on request of previous Executive; and respect for the membership 
as a group without bias.  A non-ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ΨǊƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩ 
with positive respectful conduct with no vested interests apart from the long term survivability of the Association.   
If we continue an unhealthy path the Association will simply wither on the vine like many others. 

So let me be clear, the friction must stop.   

The Committee Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ΨǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩΦ  LΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ƴƻǘŜǎ from previous Executive and 

the work of the Committee will in the initial stages centre around the Constitution and its passage; finance records 

and audit; review our forms of communication; and forthcoming events such as the Centenary of Cambrai Day.  

Some may take longer to organise but I ask you to be patient. 

I was also asked to include a small snapshot of myself as some may not be familiar. 

hǳǊ bŜǿ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
Personal Introduction 
 
 
 
Greg Nicholas 

 



I entered the Royal Military College in 1975 and graduated in the Class ƻŦ Ωту ǿƛǘƘ ŀ .! (MilStud). I served in various 

armoured units [1st Armoured Regiment (2IC B Sqn, ADJT), 2nd Cavalry Regiment (TPLDR, RSO), 1/15th RNSWL 

(ADJT)] as well as Brigade and Land Force operational headquarter appointments; and as a Reserve officer at HQ 5 

.59 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  {ƻƳŜ ор ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ όǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŦƻǊŎŜύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ 

Force (ADF).   

Following ADF service I pursued an Australian Public Service career in the former Department of Transport and 

Communications; the National Board of Employment, Education and Training; and some 15 years in Commonwealth 

Attorney-DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ   

I contributed to a number of programs and government initiatives including national security and terrorism matters; 

ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΤ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

smuggling and illegal fishing; as well as the establishment of the Federal Magistrates Court (FMC) (now the Federal 

Circuit Court) and formation of the Administrative Review Tribunal (ART). I completed my APS career leading a team 

responsible for the delivery of Commonwealth Legal Aid to States and Territories with individual responsibility for 

ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦ  

LΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŀŎƻōǎ όŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ {Yaύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀǎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΦ  L ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀte to work in India with the task of 

ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ Iŀƛǘƛ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нллу Iŀƛǘƛ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ нлмн LΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ 

Business Development with Electro Optic Systems Pty Limited to market technology of remote weapon systems and 

remote turrets for use on land, sea and some air platforms.    

In my private life I have two adult children, play golf, sail and ride a 2007 Ducati ST3s.  LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ 

Australia Day Achievement Awards in recognition of my work on the FMC and ART projects and the inaugural 

President of Gold Creek Golf Club where I transitioned it from Government to private ownership. 

In closing let me restate that I look forward to serving the Association as do my fellow Executive and meeting as 
many members as I can over the year ahead. 

Paratus. 
 
Greg Nicholas 
President 
 
 
  

hǳǊ bŜǿ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ  
Personal Introduction 
 
 

Derek Simpson 
 

 

Born in England and moved with family when I was 7 years of age to Peth, WA. Grew up in Perth and in 1984 decided to 
join the Australian Army after working for a few years prior. Completed Kapooka and was allocated to the RAAC where I 
decided Tanks where the way ahead for me.  I commenced my military journey with C Sqn 1 AR, the SEQ Tp on the 
Bridge. Upon Promotion to LCPL I was sent back to C Sqn and the B Sqn as a Tp Cpl Once that was completed I was posted 
to the School of Armour for two years before being rewarded and promoted to SGT. I was fortunate to be Tp SGT 2 Tp B 
Sqn for two years, then back to C Sqn as a Tp Ldr.  
 
After a couple of years within HQ 1 BDE I was posted back to 1 AR as the OPS SGT and the promoted to be OPSWO and 
subsequently back to C Sqn as the SSM in 2005. Had a great Sqn and an opportunity to take the Sqn to USA for the initial  
 



 
 
 
  

M1 exposure for 6 weeks, we had a blast and gained some sound knowledge. 
 
On completion of my SSM time I was posted to 1 RTB and a CSM for a recruit company, then off to Perth as the TRG WO 
for A Sqn 10 LH. # Years there saw me depart for the project space on promotion to WO1. In 2012 I was appointed RSM 
of 4/19 PWLH and then in 2014 I commenced as the RSM 1 AR. I spent 2016 within the Warrant Officer and NCO 
Academy and Jan 2017 I commenced as RSM of the School of Armour. 
 
I have deployed a few times throughout my career and have benefitted greatly from these opportunities.  
 
Finally, all of the above could not have been achieved without the love and support of my family, my wife Michele and 4 
adult children, each of whom have been dragged across the country to enable me to succeed.  
 
Like all of us, we have spent an amount of time within the Regiment. The length of time, era, role and even corps is 
irrelevant, the provision of service under the 1 AR flag is what binds us as a good group of people.  
 
D.J. Simpson| Australian Army  
Warrant Officer Class One 
Regimental Sergeant Major 
School of Armour 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ wŀƛƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎ ŀ CƛǘǘŜǊ ϧ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΦ 
!ŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜǎƘƛǇ ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƛǊƳǎ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎΦ 

 

¢ǊŜǾƻǊ WƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ нрΣ ƛƴ ϥсу ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ǊƳŘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ /ƻǊǇǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƴ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ м !wΦ 
 

IŜ {ŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ {±b сфπтл ǿƛǘƘ . ϧ ! {ǉƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ǇƭΦ 
{ǇŜƴǘ н ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ м w¢. ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƛƴƎǎΦ 
tƻǎǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ м !w ƭŀǘŜ ϥтн ƛƴǘƻ wŜŎŜŜ ¢ǊǇ ŀǎ ¢ǊǇ {Ǝǘ ƻŦ пн {ŜŎǘΦ 
aƻǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƴƪ ƛƴ тпπтр ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ƎǘΦ 
aŜǎǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {Ǝǘǎ aŜǎǎΦ 
tƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ п /ŀǾ тфΦ 
tƻǎǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ о ¢ǊƎ DǇ ƭŀǘŜ ϥул ƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ²hнΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦ 
tƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ !ǊƳŘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ ϥун ŀǎ {{a {Ǉǘ {ǉƴ Ǉƭǳǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ 
tƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ р ¢ǊƎ DǇ упΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ǝǘǎ ƳŜǎǎΦ 
tƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ сa5 ŀǎ /ŀŘŜǘ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ 
¢ƻƻƪ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƛƴ ϥуу 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ƻŦ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ tŀǊƪ ό²!ύ ǘƛƭƭ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜΦ 
 
aƻǾŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ /ƭǳō /ŀǇǊƛŎƻǊƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΦ 
 
hōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭƛƴǘŀDŀǎ ό²!ύ 
 
CƻǊŎŜŘ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ фтπфуΦ 
 
IŜ ƴƻǿ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ /C{Φ 
 

 

Our New TreasurerΩs  
Personal Introduction 
 
 
Trevor Hyde 
 



 
 
  

Adelaide  
 Friday 16th, Sat 17th and Sun 18th, November 2018 

i6, Sat 17 and Sun 18 Nov 2018 

 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΗΗ See you in Adelaide 
 

 

1st ARMD REGT Association 50th Anniversary Reunion 2018  
 

Commemorating 50 Years since C Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment fought at the 
Battles of Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral South Vietnam (May / June 1968) 

 

 

       Reunion  Update  
 

 

William Magarey Room (Sophistication at its best) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registrations as at 17/07/2017 are as follows:  
  
Chambers, Barry & Helga Grzona. 
  Burnett, Kevin & Julie. 
   Robertson, Keith & Doreen. 
    Brooks, David. 
     Peel, Doug & Nola. 
      Reid, Mark & Gail. 
       Hampstead, Terence & Lee. 
        Unmack, Graeme. 
         Hoseason-Smith, Phillip & Suzanne. 
           Thompson, Des & Betty. 
 



  

 

 
 

The 2018 Reunion will be held in Adelaide. Details such as they are at this stage are contained 
in this brief. These are correct at the time of printing, but be aware some may change slightly 
as the planning process continues. 

 
Functions & Venues: 

 
Fri 16 Nov: Registration 1100-1600 Registration Intercontinental Hotel. 
                      Meet & Greet 1800-2230 Intercontinental Hotel.  
   $80 pp, food & drinks. 
 
Sat 17 Nov: Back to the Regiment Edinburgh military precinct. Exact details of the visit 
   will be released closer to the event once the Regiment releasŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ  
   activities. At this stage all attendees will be bused out and back to the  
   Regiment, due to base security arrangements,  
   (Nil cost for bus.) 
   If any other costs are incurred they will be passed on in due course.  
   There is a plan .Σ ƛŦ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻƴ ōŀǎŜΣ ōǳǘ at 
   this stage it is unlikely this would happen. 
 

Sun Nov 18:  Gala Dinner William Magarey Room Adelaide Oval Cost  
   $125 pp, food & drinks. 
   1830-1900 Pre Dinner Drinks. 
   1900-2359 Seated Dinner. 
 

   Accommodation and Function pricing will be placed on the association web 
   site as soon as they are confirmed by the SA organising committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

See you in Adelaide 
 

Registrations as at 17/07/2017 are as follows:  
  
  
   
        
      
      
        
      
         
 

Chambers, Barry & Helga Grzona. 

Hampstead, Terence & Lee. 

Unmack, Graeme. 
 

Hoseason-Smith, Phillip & Suzanne. 

Thompson, Des & Betty. 
 

Burnett, Kevin & Julie. 

Robertson, Keith & Doreen. 

Brooks, David. 
 

Peel, Doug & Nola. Reid, Mark & Gail. 

$ÏÎȭÔ forget to fill in the 
following Registration form  

 



 
  

Contacts for registration and payment are:  
Mark Reid   reid54@bigpond .com .au  21 James Harrold Court Golden Grove SA 5125 
Des Thompson  desthomo@bigpond.com  18 Edinburgh Cres Reynella SA 5161 
 
Table bookings:  Mark Reid  reid54@bigpond.com.au   
    Mick Dunn  mdunn8888@gmail.com  
 

Adelaide Reunion 2018 Registration Form  
 

PARTICULARS 
Title: Rank/MR/MRS/MS 

 
Given name 

 
Surname/ Post Nominal 

 
Preferred Name 

Member Name    

Wife / Partner Name    

    

CONTACT DETAILS 

Address: Phone  

Suburb / Town  Mobile  

State                                                    Post Code Email.  

 

 REGISTRATION FEE $50.00, Is non Refundable.  
I /we would be interested in attending all /some of the following events 

 
Event Please circle preference Cost 

Meet & Greet,  Intercontinental Hotel    $80.00pp Me only/both $ 

Reunion Dinner Adelaide Oval    $125.00pp Me only/both $ 

*Total Cost $ 
 

Note:  All accommodation will be self-book. 

Association Member Yes No 

Any special diet / accessibility requirements 

 
 

Disclaimer 
All members and or their partners attending the 1st Armoured Regiment Association Reunion, Adelaide 2018 do so at their own 
risk. The reunion committee accept no responsibility for personnel injury, property damage or any other loss that may be suffered 
through participation in any event/s comprising the 1st Armoured Regiment Reunion, Adelaide 2018 
 

 SQN FOR NAME TAG CIRCLE ONE ONLY 
HQ SQN     A SQN    B SQN   C SQN TSS   OSS LAD 

Dates Served in SQN 
Corps    RAAC, RAEME, ORDNANCE, TRANSPORT, CATERING, MEDICAL, SIGS  
hǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǎǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 
16TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

To avoid disappointment and to help us organise proceedings please complete this 
Registration form now and send to: 

 

 

Cheques / Money orders payable to 
1st Armoured Regiment Reunion 
18 Edinburgh Cres Reynella SA 5161 
 

Online Banking 
.{. лсрммн !// млннфнтлΣ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ άyour nameέ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά2018 Reunionέ  

 

1st Armoured Regiment Reunion     
18 Edinburgh Cres Reynella  
SA 5161 
 

Please also send Registration Fee for $50 or $50 plus *total cost, via either of the following methods of payment: 

OR 

You can scan it and Email it to:  
reid54@bigpond .com .au  
 

desthomo@bigpond.com 
 

OR 

Tables of ten only please. 

mailto:desthomo@bigpond.com
mailto:reid54@bigpond.com.au


 
  

Report on 21st birthday party 
By Simon Williams 
2017 BIRTHDAY DINNER WEEKEND  
 

 
 

Thank you to all those that attended the birthday 
weekend festivities in Seymour, the weekend started off 
with a meet and greet at the Seymour club, it was a causal 
evening with drinks and nibbles and catching up with old 
friends. 
Due to the renaming parade being held at Pucka we had 
to hold our AGM at the Seymour RSL this year, after all the 
ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ w{[ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ ŀǳȄ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ a fantastic afternoon 
tea with refreshments, I can`t thank you enough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another big thank you has to go to my wife Michelle 
Williams, Sue Ho Season-smith and Judy Payne for 
decorating the dining room in preparation for the 
Regiments Birthday dinner and the Associations 21 
birthday, the evening was well attended and the staff at 
the Seymour club were so helpful in every way the meals 
ǿŜǊŜ Ƙƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭŘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
do better than that.  
Breakfast was back at the RSL, again set up by the ladies 
aux. 

 
   Greg Pollock          Craig Orme      peter Keane          
 

We had eggs, bacon and lots of coffee for sore heads, 
some of the old committee chipped in to help cook and 
clean up afterwards, many thanks for all your help. 
I trust the new Committee will get the full support of all 
members for future functions arranged for their benefit 
 
Regards Simon Williams 
 

 
        Peter still               Greg Nicholas      Craig Orme 

 
         Mark Reid                    Greg Nicholas       Trevor   Watts 

 
Craig Orme Vilma Anderson   Derek & Michel Simpson     

 
                                         Trevor Watts    Hayden Crowley   

   
Sue Ho Season-Smith      Michell Williams        Judy Payne 



  

 
          Kevin Bell          Vilma Anderson              Simon Williams 

 
Ho, Craig Orme, Simon Williams, Peter Moore, Mick Payne 

Trevor Watts 

Herman Harberts                        Gary & Helen McNab       

 
Graeme Unmack    Tubby Brooker   John Blackwell 

 
           Bill Stanfield                             Mick Dunn 

 



 
  

 

 

 

As part of an ongoing evaluation process the LAND Phase 400 2 Project Team provided a live-fire demonstration to 
members of 1st Brigade while deployed in Mount Bundy Training area on 15th May 2017. 
 
[!b5 плл tƘŀǎŜ н ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ннр /ƻƳōŀǘ wŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ό/w±Ω{ύ ǘƻ !ǊƳȅΩǎ !ǊƳƻǳǊŜŘ CƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΣ 
providing mounted support to Defence operations for decades into the future. 
 
The primary role of the CRV will be to perform ground-based reconnaissance and counter- reconnaissance. The CRV 
presents a highly lethal armoured vehicle with the capability to neutralise enemy armour, pinning down enemy forces with 
ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƴƻŜǳǾǊŜΦ 
 
Two tenders for the CRV have been short-listed for further consideration, the Patria AMV 35 from BAE Systems Australia 
and the Boxer CRV from Rheinmetall.  
 

 

 

BAE Systems Patria AMV 35 during a live fire demonstration at Mount 
Bundy Training Area on the 15th May 2017 
 

Both options are existing in-service 
designs with the ability to be 
ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳƛǘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ current 
and future requirements. 
 

A LAND 400 Project Phase 2 Rheinmetall Boxer 
CRV during a live-fire demonstration at Mount 
Bundy Training Area on the 15th May 2017. 
 
Images by CFN Priyantha Malavi Arachchia 
 

Further CRV Testing at Mount Bundy 



 
  

 

 

N40 advance party establishes Command and Control near the AFVFFTS prior to deployment of sabre troop 
as part of EX HYDRA RUN. The exercise, held at Mount Bundy Training Area, prepared troops of Nucleus 
Squadron to support EX SOUTHERN JACKEROO.                                1st Brigade ς Australian Army            Images: B May 
 

Mentioned in Dispatches 
 
The Mention in Despatches (MID) is the oldest British award and was a 
device used by commanders at sea or in the field to bring the services of 
deserving officers to the attention of higher authority.  
 
The MID was instituted in Australia in 1920 and took the form of a small 
oakleaf device.  
 
Many Australian Defence Force personnel received an MID during World 
War I and II and their names appeared in the London Gazette.  
Only one device was awarded irrespective of the number of times an 
individual was mentioned.  
 
Following World War I the device was fixed at a low angle to the centre of 
the ribbon of the Victory Medal, which was awarded to all personnel who 
served in any operations or at sea.  
 
For those awarded during World War II, the device is placed at the centre 
and at 60 degrees on the ribbon of the 1939-1945 War Medal.  
 
The MID continued in Australia until the end of the Vietnam War and was 
phased out with the introduction of the Australian system of honours and 
awards in 1975.  
 

 

In memory of my late 
Father in Law MAJ J D MAY 
Editor 



 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
'WO1 Gus Balantine was my first RSM when I marched in 
to the Regiment in 1977, a big towering man who spoke 
English very well, a strong booming voice which was still 
very much tainted by an even stronger German accent. 
Gus was, for want of better words, a child soldier during 
the latter stages of WW11 during which he was captured 
and became a POW.   
 

Some years later and following a grateful opportunity to 
immigrate to Australia, the land of plenty, Gus settled and 
after some time joined the Australian Army. Promoted to 
Lance Corporal in the 1960's and serving with Transport 
Troop and acting as Regimental Policeman within 
Headquarters Squadron.   
 

In the 70's Gus was promoted to Warrant Officer Class 
One (WO1) and in 1975 became Regimental Sergeant 
Major (RSM) of The Regiment. 
 

As those most likely to read this short story will know and 
understand the position of RSM carries many 
responsibilities as the 'Right Hand Man' of the 
Commanding Officer (CO) one of these responsibilities is 
to host visitors such as the 'old's and Bold's' to the 
Sergeant's Mess at different times. This allows old and 
new soldiers to mix, relive and enjoy the day in the 
company of many likeminded people. 
 

On one occasion during a visit of this type, a gentlemen 
visitor was seated at the bar recounting his story of 
fighting the 'Gerry' during WW11, of course Gus 
ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩs stories became very interested in 
what was being said given that he'd fought for the 'other 
side'. It was about this time Gus observed a wrist watch 
the man was wearing and he thought it looked familiar, he 
commented on the watch to the visitor who almost 
gleefully advised Gus that he had 'liberated' it from a 
German POW at the end of the war. The man removed the 
watch from his wrist so that Gus to take a closer look, it 
was at this time that Gus, seeing the watch even after 
 
 

Command and Control near the AFVFFTS prior to 
deployment of sabre troop as part of EX HYDRA 
RUN. The exercise, held at Mount Bundy Training 
Area, prepared troops of Nucleus Squadron to 
support EX SOUTHERN JACKEROO.              1st Brigade 
ς Australian Army Images: B May 

many years and determined that it was indeed very 
familiar advised the man that in fact that it was his watch 
and that the German POW he's taken it from was none 
other than he!!, the visitor appeared quite embarrassed 
and slowly offered the watch back without really knowing 
the words to use to accompany the gesture, Gus declined 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ϥbƻΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
have' you keep it. 
An interesting life story with an incredible coincidence and 
circumstance'. 
 

In 1999, I wrote a couple of stories about my time in the 
Army and in particular the Regiment, Gus upon reading 
these sent me the attached hand drawings about those 
stories. I've kept them safe ever since as they were sent to 
me by a larger than life soldier who I was proud to have 
served with. RIP Gus... 
 

  
 

 
Australian Army Images: B May 

Interesting Memories of  
Gus Balantine by 
Richard (Dick) Stanios 
 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
 

 

 



 
 
 
  

Work on 005 is progressing rapidly now as can be seen by 
these photos. The engine compartment side of the rebuild 
is all but finished. We have to thread the wires for the 
electric gauges along the turret wall into the instrument 
panel. 
 

The 100 gal fuel tank has been emptied and cleaned out 
and put back together. Exhaust crossover pipes cleaned 
and all heat shields repaired and bolted back onto the 
pipes. Gearbox cleaned and painted ready for placing back 
into the vehicle. The engine compartment is all but 
finished and about the start on the transmission 
compartment.  
By the time you are reading this we should be well 
advanced target date to fire her up around the end of 
October. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

169005 UPDATE July 2017        

by Tubby Brooker 

 


