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Newsletter Contributions 
The views and comments 

expressed in this Newsletter 
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Whilst every care regarding all 

information is exercised, it 
should not necessarily be 

taken as absolute historical 
fact. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

In this Issue 
 Association AGM 

 Leopard AS1 arrives at The 
Tank Museum 

 Tolmie Weekend 

 EX TALISMAN SABRE Report 

 TOM Awards 

 Honour Roll 

 Regimental News 

 Editor’s Knock Off note 

 Notices 
 

EDITOR: Graeme (Wol) Walker 
E: newsletter@paratus.org.au 
 

http://www.paratus.org.au/
mailto:newsletter@paratus.org.au


 

 

   Committee 2025 
 
 
 

 

PATRON 
BRIG Ted Acutt, (Retd) 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COMMITTEE 
 

PRESIDENT 
Keith Meloncelli 
president@paratus.org.au 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Dean Martin (Deano) 
vicepresident@paratus.org.au 

SECRETARY 
Russ James 
secretary@paratus.org.au 

TREASURER 
Richard (Dick) Stanios 
treasurer@paratus.org.au 

1 AR LO 
Mark Reid 
juniorvp@paratus.org.au 

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 
Gary McCabe 
comms@paratus.org.au 

RECRUITMENT MANAGER 
Richard (Dick) Stanios 
recruitment@paratus.org.au 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Chris Hodgson 
Specialprojects1@paratus.org.au  
Graeme Unmack 
Specialprojects2@paratus.org.au 

VIC REP 
Iain Reynolds 
vicrep@paratus.org.au 

NSW REP 
Currently Vacant 
nswrep@paratus.org.au 

SA REP 
Mark Reid 
sarep@paratus.org.au 

ACT REP 
Charlie Dearling 
actrep@paratus.org.au 
 

QLD REP 
Brian Hatfield 
qldrep@paratus.org.au 

NT REP 
Currently Vacant 
Ntrep@paratus.org.au 

TAS REP 
Andrew Walker 
tasrep@paratus.org.au 

WA REP 
Pat Deeker 
warep@paratus.org.au 

RAAC CORPORATION DELEGATE 
Chris Fenton OAM 
liaison@paratus.org.au 

 

SUPPORT 
 

Q STORE 
Vacant – Contact Secretary 
storeroom@paratus.org.au 

 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Gary McCabe 
itmanager@paratus.org.au 

 

Links to Web Sites and Face Book Pages 

Web Sites Facebook Pages 
 

1st ARMOURED REGIMENT ASSOCIATION INC. 
www.paratus.org.au 

RAAC CORPORATION 
www.raaccorpltd.org.au 

ROYAL TANK REGIMENT ASSOCIATION 
www.royaltankregiment.com 

1st ARMD REGT ASSOC MEMBERS ONLY 
www.facebook.com/groups/112757492512931/ 

1st ARMD REGT ASSOC SOCIAL PAGE 
www.facebook.com/groups/106848019339045/ 

1st ARMOURED REGIMENT FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/1ArmdRegt/ 
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Due to the absence of Russ James this quarter, the Secretary’s Report is not 
included in this issue of Paratus. 

Donations 

The Association gratefully acknowledges the following members and veterans who have made donations to the 
Association since the last Newsletter: 

 Dave Key BM and Bar 

 LTGEN (Rtd) Laurie O'Donnell AC MID 

 Mick Butler. 

 

Association Gatherings - $10 per Association Member Subsidy 

The Association can provide a subsidy of $10 per head for gatherings of Association members in regional/remote 
areas to subsidise the cost of the meal.  Any gathering of four (4) or more Association members for lunch and/or 
dinner is entitled to claim the $10 per head.  The money is to be used to offset food costs only.  A list of the 
members attending is required as well as a photo of those in attendance. In recent times, this subsidy has been 
paid to offset direct members costs for the Tolmie Camping Trip in March and the AGM in July 2025 

Claims should be submitted to the Secretary (secretary@paratus.org.au) or Treasurer (treasurer@paratus.org.au) 

 

Regular Black Hat Dinner at Epping RSL 17 July 25.  
L-R: Trevor Watts, Chris Fing, Peter Duncombe, Andy Dennett Lindsay Burke, Richard Stanios, Chris 

Morris, Keith Meloncelli, Graeme Walker, Stephen Murphy and Daryl Heales. 
(Photo courtesy Chris Morris)  

Report from the Secretary - Russ James 
Secretary, 1st Armoured Regiment Association Inc.  
PO Box 301 
Mentone. VIC 3194 
B: Bendigo Bank 
1st Armoured Regiment Association Inc. 
BSB: 633-000 
Account: 161498159 

mailto:secretary@paratus.org.au
mailto:treasurer@paratus.org.au


2025 Association Annual General Meeting 
As noted in the Secretary’s report of the July’s edition 105 of the Newsletter, the 

Association AGM was held at the Epping RSL on the 5th of July.  A particular highlight was 
the presentation of the certificate of Life Membership to John Blackwell. (Editor photos) 

 
 
 

 
A healthy attendance of members listen in to the Treasurers report 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
Association Life Member John Blackwell addresses the membership following the presentation. 

 
 

 
Secretary Russ James, Life Member John Blackwell, Patron Ted Acutt and President Keith Meloncelli. 

 

  



AS Leopard at Tankfest Bovington 
After a decade-long wait at the Tank Museum in Puckapunyal, 27735 has arrived in the UK 

and has been accepted into the collection at The Tank Museum Bovington. 

 
27735 in place at The Tank Museum Bovington, bearing markings for 11A - Assassin. The vehicle is in 

excellent running condition and was delivered during Tankfest 25. (Photo courtesy The Tank Museum) 
 

Former CO, LTCOL Michael Henderson, was present at the handover in Bovington. Follow the link below for the full 
article on the Tank Museum website. 
https://tankmuseum.org/article/australian_leopard 
 

Tolmie Grand Final Camping Weekend 
Vic Representative, Iain Reynolds, has done it again. The long-successful weekends away 

to Tolmie have proved a hit over a number of years and has developed into a well-
supported and well organised Association activity. The Tolmie Community Social Club has 

continued to support the camping trips over previous years; this trip proving no exception.  
Well done to all and in particular, Iain Reynolds for organising the event once again.  

    

https://tankmuseum.org/article/australian_leopard


 
Iain’s weekend report: 
The Grand Final Camping trip to Tolmie this year from the 26th till the 28th of September. The weekend went well with 
22 people attending including a few of new faces. David O’Brien again came down from Wagga for the weekend. We 
had cool weather but once the sun broke through it warmed up & got the solar panels charging. Friday night’s dinner 
was burgers & sausages in bread around the fire. Saturday night’s dinner was a sit-down dinner using the marquee, 
power pack & lighting that the Association provided & tables donated by Bunnings Seymour. A big thanks to the Tolmie 
Social Club for opening up for the afternoon for us to use & also provided a projector & sound system for us to watch 
the game. We had some problems with buffering issues but hopefully that will be sorted out for next year. They also 
provided a microwave & pie warmer for us to also use on the day. Thanks to Trevor Harmes (ex-cook from the Regt) 
for taking over the cooking, it was great watching a professional at work. Thanks to all that pitched in over the weekend, 
either gathering wood, dixie bashing, or Bruce Tarran stoking the fire as the Fire Marshall. A big thankyou to my 2IC 
Peter Swinfield, without his help I wouldn’t be able to put on the camping trips with what they have become from when 
we started back in 2012. 

Unless otherwise noted below, all photos courtesy the Treasurer, Dick Stanios. 
 

 
A wide variety of caravans, campers and trailers in a very loose harbour at the camping ground. 

 

 
Victoria Rep, Iain Reynolds, sets up his “engine deck” for the weekend.  



 
A relaxing afternoon around the firepit; “how’s the serenity?” (Photo courtesy Chris Morris via Facebook) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And of course, there’s 
no firepit without the 

firewood; Max 
Hammond, Pete 
Swinfield, Iain 

Reynolds and Simon 
Williams get to work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Max unloads firewood 
from Pete Swinfield’s 

trailer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tolmie Community Social Club room at the camping ground. 

  



 
The inside; a great facility catering for all visitors; open Thursdays and Sundays. 

 
A relaxing afternoon. 

 
Keith Johnson, Pete Keane, Bruce Tarren, Max Hammond & Tubby Brooker. 

(Photo courtesy Iain Reynolds)  



 
In a scene reminiscent of lining up at the Bain maries at the ORs Mess, “CPL” Trev Watts leads Dennis 

Austin, Chris Morris and Max Hammond at Friday’s evening meal. 

 
Peter Swinfield, Chris Morris, Andrew Hill and Phil Koschak. (Photo courtesy Iain Reynolds) 

 
A nicely restored Austin Champ complete with trailer.  



 

 
Watching the Grand Final in the comfort of the Tolmie Community Social Club room. 

 
 

 
Saturday night’s dinner in the marquees. (Photo courtesy Iain Reynolds) 



 
It doesn’t get any better than this. 

(Photo courtesy Iain Reynolds via the Association Members Facebook page) 
 

 
Back Row L-R: Nathan Duncombe, Chris Morris, Trevor Watts, Graeme Selwood. 

3rd Row: Phil Koschak, Andrew Hill, John Brooker, Max Hammond, Trevor Harmes, David Mills, Peter 
Keane, Graeme Potts. 

2nd Row: Peter Swinfield, Simon Williams, Bruce Tarran, Dennis Austin, David O'Brien. 
Front Row: Iain Reynolds, Ray Wood, Peter Duncombe, Dick Stanios, Bob Splatt. 

(Photo courtesy Iain Reynolds)   



EX TALSIMAN SABRE 25 
The Association Patron, BRIG Ted Acutt (Retd) was on hand to coach 2/14 LHR (QMI) on 

this year’s Talisman Sabre and sent this report on his observations and 1st Armoured 
Regiment’s contribution to the exercise. 

Over the past four years there has been the opportunity to coach battlegroup and brigade headquarters on major 
exercises conducted by the Combat Training Centre.  My first opportunity, four years ago, was to coach Battlegroup 
Lion on the 1st Brigade war-fighter on Mount Bundy Training Area.  Since then, I have coached at least one exercise 
each year.  This year I was provided the opportunity to coach 2/14 LH (QMI) on the recently completed Talisman Sabre 
25 (TS25), where the unit deployed as part of 7 Bde to Shoalwater Bay Training Area (SWBTA). Importantly, A Sqn 1 AR 
was placed under command of 2/14 LH (Battlegroup Warhorse) and so I was able to observe the squadron in action 
and the key role the sub-unit played.   

By way of background, TS25 was conducted across several geographical locations and involved all brigades of the 1st 
Division.  Commencing in Bradshaw Training Area, the exercise then transitioned to Townsville Field Training Area 
(TFTA) and then to SWBTA.  1AR deployed two squadrons in support of the exercise with A Sqn under command 2/14LH 
in SWBTA and B Sqn under command 3 RAR in TFTA.  I did not get the opportunity to observe B Sqn so I asked CO 1 AR 
to provide some comments on what he saw and his response is included in italics below. 

A Sqn is responsible for developing skills and doctrine in the use of unmanned air systems, i.e. drones.  For TS25, they 
were mounted in M113 AS4 and were often at the forefront of the action.  The AS4 had the best mobility of any vehicle 
in the exercise area.  As many in the Association would know, the trees in SWBTA are exactly M113 width apart. Using 
a combination of reconnaissance by drones with quick follow-up movement, the sqn was able to always advance 
decisively.  A clear demonstration of this was the A Sqn led clearance of the Ten Mile Gap Track in a couple of hours.  

While I am clearly biased, the most professional organisation I saw on TS25 was A Sqn 1 AR.  On large exercises there 
are always quite times.  Many in these situations let standards drop.  This was not the case with A Sqn.  Every time I 
saw them, which was relatively often, they were at full tilt.  At one point they were tasked with setting up a blocking 
position.  It was well structured and effective.  How do I know? I unfortunately drove into it and set the trap off.   

From observing A Sqn in action and seeing the results of their reconnaissance, I was impressed with how far they had 
come in such a short time.  When I spoke to the CO at the end of the exercise at Camp Tipal, he was concerned that 
the Test and Evaluation role may have taken the edge off his team.  The reverse was the case.  They seemed determined 
to perform well and demonstrate the value of the technology they were responsible for.  They were not just flying 
drones.  The team was performing tactically, adapting the technology into how it should be employed in war.   

As stated above, I did not see B Sqn in TFTA.  The CO was in TFTA for most of the time.  His insights are below.  An 
article on the unmanned capability is included. 

“For B Sqn - They were attached to BG KAPYONG (3 RAR) for Ex TALISMAN SABRE. They were mounted in AS4 with their 
primary Uncrewed Ground Vehicle being the optionally crewed AS4 - the MRV. B Sqn performed similar to A Sqn in 
setting the example for soldier skills, dedication, hard work and professionalism. While some of the technology struggled 
with the high tempo combat scenario's the Sqn's success in experimentation and outstanding results in the final 
culminating 'attack' on Line Creek Junction upheld the shock and awe that 1 Armd is known for.  

A special mention should go to both Sqn's for the way in which they have dedicated themselves to becoming experts in 
uncrewed ground and air systems in just the first 6 months of 2025, and the overall impact this technology had in the 
tactical picture during Talisman Sabre.” 

Link to news article here: 

https://www.townsvillebulletin.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=TBWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%
2F%2Fwww.townsvillebulletin.com.au%2Fnews%2Fdefence%2Fthe-3rd-battalion-carry-out-vicious-assault-at-line-
creek-junction-as-ex-talisman-sabre-winds-down%2Fnews-
story%2Fcfed576f70a8f9bf4670b809a378c594&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium 

When you are the veteran of an organisation you hope that when you return and see your old unit in the field that they 
will be professional and conscientious.  Turrets will be manned, sentries in place, good camouflage, appropriate vehicle 
spacing for the terrain and task.  They did not let us down.   

https://www.townsvillebulletin.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=TBWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.townsvillebulletin.com.au%2Fnews%2Fdefence%2Fthe-3rd-battalion-carry-out-vicious-assault-at-line-creek-junction-as-ex-talisman-sabre-winds-down%2Fnews-story%2Fcfed576f70a8f9bf4670b809a378c594&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.townsvillebulletin.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=TBWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.townsvillebulletin.com.au%2Fnews%2Fdefence%2Fthe-3rd-battalion-carry-out-vicious-assault-at-line-creek-junction-as-ex-talisman-sabre-winds-down%2Fnews-story%2Fcfed576f70a8f9bf4670b809a378c594&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
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Association Trainee of Merit Awards 
 
 
 

The Tank Regimental Officer 
Basic Course (ROBC) finished 
up in early August after six 

months of intensive training. 
LT T Pieters was the trainee 
of merit for the course and 

was presented with the 
Association award by the 
Newsletter Editor WO2 

Graeme ‘Wol’ Walker. LT 
Pieters has posted to 2nd 

Cavalry Regiment and will 
take up a Troop Leader 

position in 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (Photo courtesy WO2 Mick Morton – WOIT, Tactics Wing) 
 

Following the conclusion of 
the M1A2 SEP V3 

Introduction Into Service 
(IIS) courses earlier this 

year, the first session of the 
Tank Gunner courses 

finished on the same day as 
the ROBC. TPR Ghilks of 2nd 
Cavalry Regiment took out 
the Trainee of Merit award 

and was also presented 
with the Association award 

by the Newsletter Editor 
WO2 Graeme ‘Wol’ Walker. 
 
 
 

   (Photo courtesy Gunnery Wing) 

  



 

 

 

 

Honour Roll 
 

Dedicated to those 1st Armoured Regiment Soldiers that made the ultimate sacrifice 
 

Killed in Action 
TPR James Kerr (13 May 1969) 
 

Died of Wounds 
TPR Mick Hannaford (14 December 1968) 
 

Died within the prescribed period 
WO2 Noel Lowes (6 July 1971) 
 

Killed Accidently whilst on Military duty in a  
Training environment 
TPR A. M. Jordan (14 October 1962) 
CFN B. Silver (LAD) (19 November 1962) 
SGT R. Morrison (17 August 1965) 
LT A. J. Massey (7 July 1982) 
TPR A. Patterson (7 June 1984) 
SGT R. G. Murray (9 July 1986) 
 

The Association recognises and acknowledges those former members of the Regiment who were 
either KIA or DOW whilst serving with units such as the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam, 3rd 
Cavalry Regiment or any other units in any conflict since the Regiment was formed in 1949. 
 

The Association also recognises and acknowledges those former members of the Regiment who have 
passed since the end of a conflict and who may or may not have been recognised by the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs as entitled to an Official Commemoration. Hundreds are known to have passed 
of wounds or illnesses and diseases that may have been contracted during military service. 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 

Age shall not weary then, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

'LEST WE FORGET' 

Members passed away since the last newsletter: 
 

WO1 Mal POLSON (RAEME) on 24 July 2025 
Michael WHITE on 05 August 2025 

Derek Ian BLACK on 10 August 2025 
Peter Maxwell RENSHAW (RAEME) on 23 August 2025 
Christopher Richard PRICKETT on 14 September 2025 

 



 

REGIMENTAL NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 

The Regiment’s Adjutant, CAPT James Hodges, has sent through the following update of the Regiments’ 
recent activities. 

 
July to September marked yet another milestone for the Regiment, as it participated in its first Exercise 
TALISMAN SABRE 25 since being re-focussed as the Australian Army’s Combat Experimentation Group. This 
provided the perfect proving ground for the Squadrons to demonstrate their distinct strength as Combat 
Teams, while attached to 7 and 3 Brigades respectively. 
In Shoalwater Bay, A Squadron broke new ground by fielding cutting edge remote and autonomous systems 
as a Brigade level reconnaissance element, demonstrating how technology can extend the commander’s 
reach, tempo, and decision-making advantage. Meanwhile, B Squadron in Townsville exemplified the 
enduring relevance of armoured manoeuvre, employing uncrewed APCs (the M113AS4 MRV), to spearhead 
a complex urban breach, fusing traditional armoured skill with disruptive new capability. Both sub-units also 
used an array of other systems such as innovative command and communication systems, First Person View 
drones, and many different types of uncrewed air systems. We were also honoured to host a team from the 
2 Royal Yorkshire Regiment, the UK’s experimentation unit, who integrated with our Combat Teams in their 
first Exercise Talisman Sabre. 
The results of these experiments are more than tactical curiosities - they will directly shape how the 
Regiment, and the wider Army, employs RAS on future battlefields. 
Following Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 25, the Regiment entered a Reduced Tempo Period, balancing well-
earned respite with professional development. Members completed essential career courses, while a select 
team joined counterparts from the Japanese Self-Defence Force in a high-level theoretical wargame, 
strengthening international links in the process. 
Looking to the final quarter of the year, the Regiment will push further into the cutting edge, progressing 
experimentation with live fire First Person View drone systems, automatic mortar systems, and counter-UAS 
technologies. Each of these initiatives continues the Regiment’s role as the Army’s experimentation group, 
where tradition and innovation meet to shape tomorrow’s force. 
 
PARATUS! 
 
 

EX TALISMAN SABRE. 
The Regiment was well represented at EX Talisman Sabre. This LINK to Contact Magazine shows them in 
action during the exercise. 

CO 1 ARMD REGT DISCUSSES THE REGIMENT’S ROLE. 
Earlier this year the CO LTCOL Jake Penley was interviewed by the Army’s ‘The Cove’ podcast where he gave 
some exceptional insights into the Regiment’s role. It’s a must-listen for those wanting to learn more about 
the field of work the Regiment has been tasked with. You can find the podcast on Spotify at this LINK. 

CAMBRAI ACTIVITIES UPDATE. 
To those members that have indicated their attendance at the Cambrai activities at the Regiment and the 
Ball at the Adelaide Oval, details will be passed on to you by separate, individual correspondence as they 
are made available from the Regiment.  

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2025/08/01/remote-weapons-technology-tested-on-talisman-sabre/?fbclid=IwY2xjawM3cGpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHjRPe8SZFE5xZAeYhKu6TaENNQTyprN2xBCdg7Zj7rqvBQVKLRINTiK90KxS_aem_IW26hy0HZZlm9jvAdGZSsg
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3hMwWhxls9yhAVbuRL4bgl?si=598f74cb36664ed5


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Greetings members, 

Welcome to the July to September edition of 'Paratus'. A quiet period for the newsletter 
however the Regiment and the Association have been far from idle. Another great Tolmie 
weekending, EX TALISMAN SABRE and preparations now well under way for Cambrai and the end 
of another training year at the Regiment. Not to mention the Association Trainee of Merit awards 
to the Tank courses at the School of Armour. 

The Regiment has been hard at work providing excellent insights for Army in their new role 
as mentioned in the update and as shown on some of the Fabebook sites during and after EX 
TALISMAN SABRE. 

The end of the year is coming fast and there’s only one more edition before the end of the 
year so send in your activity photos, old crusty memories form out of your old trunk or your ‘Where 
are they now?’ photos and notes to newsletter@paratus.org.au. If you receive no reply or response, 
then please send your submission here: graeme14b11a32a@gmail.com. 

Until then, travel safe I’ll and see you later. 
 

Cheers,  
Wol Walker 
Editor 
 
“Three Nine Foxtrot – Out” 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES 
 

 
  

Knock-off Note from the Editor 

mailto:newsletter@paratus.org.au
mailto:graeme14b11a32a@gmail.com


Scholarships – Educational and Sporting 
Applications for both the Educational and Sporting Scholarship – up to $500 each – may 
be obtained from the Secretary at secretary@paratus.org.au  

 
 
 

Looking to submit DVA Claim? 
If you or anyone you know is considering pursuing claims through DVA and aren’t 
too confident of the process or who to approach to commence your claim, please 
contact the Secretary who can put you in touch with an advocate to ensure your 
claims will be dealt with thoroughly, correctly and to ensure the most favourable 
outcome for you, the veteran. The Secretary’s contact details can be found on the 
front page of this issue of Paratus. 

 
 

1st ARMOURED REGIMENT ASSOCIATION Q STORE 
 

The Association Q Store has plenty of scarves, ties, lapel pins and stickers, among other 
items, still in stock. Contact the Q Store and proudly display your association. 

 

LINK TO THE ASSOCIATION Q STORE WEBPAGE HERE 
 

 

mailto:secretary@paratus.org.au
https://www.paratus.org.au/_files/ugd/512260_3b09d4eefbc040c8b1b37b769bc1bb97.pdf

